Ultrastructure of parathyroid autografts in chronic renal failure including the occurrence of concentric membranous bodies and intermediate filaments.
The ultrastructure of long-term parathyroid autografts and their donor glands has been studied in nine patients with chronic renal failure. Autografts showed ultrastructural features of functional activity. Unusual findings included the presence of 'spironolactone-like' concentric membranous bodies derived from the endoplasmic reticulum in one hyperplastic autograft and prominent intracellular intermediate filaments (tonofilaments) in the donor parathyroid gland and recurrent autograft growths in another patient.